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rights of the National Minorities; and agreed to observe bene-
volent neutrality if any of them was attacked without provocation
on its part.
VILNA INCORPORATED
Ojie of the first things the reorganized Ponikowski Government
did was to come to terms with the delegates of the Vilna Seym.
The federal idea was completely dropped, and after negotiations
between the Government and the delegates an Act of Incorpora-
tion was signed by them on March 22, 1922. Two days later the
Seym of Poland unanimously decided that the twenty delegates
sent by the Vilna Seym to Warsaw should be recognized as the
duly constituted representatives of Vilna and district in the
Polish Seym; the delegates forthwith took their seats as deputies.
On March 28 the Marshal (Speaker) of the Vilna Seym announced
the dissolution of that body. Central Lithuania ceased to exist; so
far as Poland was concerned all that was lacking to the final
settlement of the Vilna question was the recognition by the Allies
of the "state of fact" which had been established, but nearly a
year elapsed before it was accorded.
The capital levy or danina had gone into effect and was well
received. For the first quarter of 1922 the total amount collected
amounted to twelve milliards of Polish marks, Poznania leading
with upwards of five milliards, former Russian Poland coming
next with four milliards, and Western Galicia making up the
remainder. On the score of economy no fewer than 25,000 Govern-
ment functionaries were retired. The army was reduced to 250,000
men, with a proportionate lowering of the expenditure. Sikorski,
then Chief of the General Staff, told the Seym's Army Com-
mission that while the High Command was animated by the
most pacific disposition and was anxious to help in improving the
financial position of the country, it did not believe that further
reduction in men or money was possible, having regard to the
national security. Expenditure on the army had been brought
down to 18 *5 per cent of the whole expenditure of the State.
Vilna and its territory were taken over by Poland. On April 18
Pilsudski, accompanied by Ponikowski and other Ministers,